PHOTOERAPHS BY
Nicole
LaMotte

TEXT &Y
Catherine
Hong

Blown away by its breath-
taking location in the hills ~=== ¥
of Los Angeles. a couple
looked past a dated 1940s
single-story ranch’s -
exterior and imagined '\ 1
their dream home.

Nearly 10 years and two
kids later, they turned
small rooms and a
cramped configuration 5 1
into an airy open-plan \ \ A \
space with an easy indoor- y

outdoor flow, a back- ¥ ] L\ |
yord begging for lounging | H \ L i

and Nerf-gun wars, and | “ '
stunning vistas for days.
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We gravitate toward modernism that
is warm and inviting, rather than
austere. We also wanted the house to
feel timeless, to transcend trends,”
says Dolan.

Douglas-fir cabinsiry
and aak floors warm up
thesleek kitchen. The
4-by-12-fect soapatans-
rappad mland provides
anaxcellent surfoce for
posiry dowgh and houses
Sarahlambans “dream”
cookiop: o Goggenau
induction stove, which
she prizes for it thenmol
pricisson, A clover pop-
out cupboard holds Lam-
bert's mixer. Tha Bght
dim b i feoen Roll & Hill




When Sarah Lambert and John Dolan
bought their home in Los Angeles in 20035,
it was the unique setting that saduced them.
Liscated on a li

Stadio City, California, the property has

high in the hills of

knockout views in two directions. stretch
ing as far as the 5an Gabriel and 5anta
Maonica Mountaing. The 1947 ranch struc
ture, however, was less inspiring. 1t felt
dated.” recalls Lambert. a pastry chef who
once owned a bakery in Mill Valley and now
glves private cooking lessons. Its fagade
featured faded stucco and wood paneling

and there was a curlicued wrought-iron rail
ing on the front porch
had a “closed-in fieel

he interior, she savs,
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and limited access o the out
ribert and her hushand, a
commercial director, saw potential.
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Nearly a decade passed before the couple
started the rebuild (time flew while they
focused on work and ralsing their rwo sons,
Magnus and lasper. now 9 and 8}, but they
collected ideas along the way. Wish number
one: a kitchen that would function as the
heart of 2 main living area. The
tiny, with a single oven an

ginal was

coakiop hood
installed at the height of Lambert's ¢
{she's five-fool-ten); she also had o keep
v,
in the garage. Maximizing the baclorard was
priority number two. “We didn’t cook or eat
outside often, because the grill was down by
the pool, and every little thing required an
other trip,” Dolan says. In 2013, with archi
tect Barbara Bestor and landscape designer
fudy Kameon, the couple pulled the tr

on the removation. “We opened everythir

baking gear in the oven and her blender

up,” says Bestor, who introduced oversize
windows and glass doeors in front and back.

Inside, she had a ce

ral fireplace removed
and reconfigured the living-dining-kitchen
also, the pitch of the roof
was raised by more than a foot. Kameon
added two large patios and a lush garden
Though its footprint increased only
slightly, the four-bedroom home feels much
MLOEe span_'iq,ﬂ;,s now —gspecially when the
glass doors in the back are open and the fam-
ily can eat, play, and entertain in the open

dir. *This house is a jov o live in every day,™
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savs Dolan. Cool ranch, accomplished.
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clean
lines,
cool
palette
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